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"ERE, MY COLD... (S RODAL KEEP” 


GREE, THE DEA OF MER FIRST BORN, MAY 
BE THE LAST TWAT SME CAN BEAR! 


“ANO THERE ARE TWO WHO MUST BE RECKONED WITH. 
LADY SAPPAURE 15 QUITE SOLARE N ZMA COM S 
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BUT WHY IS IT SO IMPORTANT FOR LORD 
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NOW, WITEH-MOTHER 

OR DO YOU THINK IT 

A COINCIDENCE THAT 

THE AD LORD 

HAS SUDDENLY 

TAKEN IL? 
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WHEE OUTSIDE, ASGEMBLED VOV. 
MAL ABOUT, ARTIG 
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DEAR LADY, YOU ARE CLEVER EVEN IN SORROW, å 
CHOOSING THESE m 


SOLEMN MOMENTS TO ACT, 











BUT MY TALE 168 FAR MORE 
THAN SOME 


THE DEVIL WASH UPON då 
ME AND 115 MONSHTRUS | 


was-- 
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I have a vision. 

Å vision of comics being all that they 
can be... " 

These are the opening lines ol a 
speech I delivered at eight or ten major 
conventions during 1982. The lines 
were intended to segue into the major 
thrust of the address; that the comic 
industry's need for new talent would 
prevent my vision from ever becoming 
a reality unless a program was 
initiated by the major publishers to 
encourage the entry of new talent into 
the feld. 

But my speech never clearly 
délineated my vision, its origins, or ita 
development and I'd like to do that 


now 
So I mii 


Lema't remember exactly how old I 
was. I was in bed. I was sickly asa child 
and spent lota of time in bed. Sinde I am 
an only child and my father worked 
and my mother had her chores, I spent 
a good many hours finding ways to 
occupy myselí. My parents, bless ‘em, 
knew how difficult it was for me and 


something home for me each night, 
something to help me while away the 


my parents beaming proudly 
at'my “talent”. I really didn't need 


much encouragement Ld made up my 
mind that reading or drawing comics 
was fun and I would do both for as Jong 
as I could. Perhaps for the rest of my 
life I was then seven years old 


Jump ahead five/six years Tm in 
elementary school now, not so sickly 
anymore, lots ol friends, getting into 
sports... baseball mostly. Still an avid 
reader (Batman wipes me out Can't 
wait for the next issue... especially if 
the Joker is the villain.), still drawing 
my own comics, which now tend to be 


to come home from work reading my 
latest stack of comics. A major event in 
my life at that time was discovering 
at a classmate oí mine, Pat Bove 

shared my unbridled enthusiasm for 
reeding comics (though he didn't draw 
them), bought his comics ata 
mysterious "other" store, seemed to be 
able to produce hugh stacks of them, 
seemingly at will and they werealmost 
ell titles that I couldn't get at my store 


bought. Blisst Thank you, Pat Bove, 


wherever you are! 


Graduated elementary school 
having already made a career choice 
A vocational high school in the New 


4AM rising time started I worked 


hard I loved it I learned my cratt 
in! is a good start, but you de need 
training!) 

My high school yı nd my first 
year of working were uneventiul, in the 
main. But the early filties saw the 
emergence of EC Comics, and a new 
standard was set. I was knocked out of 
pay socks by those comics. Here were 

stories that were literate, exciting, 
revolved around themes or messages 
that readers could relate to. They were 
well illustrated, beautifully colored, 
and, in my mind, all other comics 
paled by comparison. More than all 
this, you could feel that the creative 


great visibility by the publisher and 


the editors. 


‘This early vision of what comics can 
be still fires me today. | don't mean that 
I intend to copy EC Comics... Today's 
tastes have changed .. but Ido want to 
publish line of DC Comics that will 
have the same overwhelming level of 


please an audience... as well as 
themselves... creators who feel that 
they can make such a total 
commitment and not feel "it's just a 
job" to produce a line of comice that 
make a special statement... their 
statement In short, a line of comics | 
can read to recapture the excitement of 
a time, not tee long ago, when comics 
were all they could be 


Maybe it won't happen this year. 
maybe it won't happen in the next five 
years... maybe it won't happen ever! 

But it won't be because I haven't 
tried. You see, I have a vision. 

Thank you and Good Afternoon. 
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YOU LITTLE MIR 
WITH YOUR HELP THAT 


WRETCHED GIRL 
HAS RAY THIS 
y? 


1 DO BELIEVE HE WAS 
GATED OG HIM) 


AND WHEN OUR BATTLE 
16 JOINED AGAIN, EACH OF OU 
MUST CHOOSE THE MÉY 
LOROS SIDE OR MINE? 


p FOR NO ONE CAN STAND 
AL IME 
GEMMWARLD MUST BE 
ToLd-- 
BUT 
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DC COMICS, INC., 


666 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10103. 


This is the first letter I've ever written to å comic book letter 
column and I hope it gets printed. But after ‚Amethyst 
#s 1.2. 3 and 4, I had to write to you. You ses, | had only been 


check it out. | liked it a loti | enjoy fantasy stories. 
'd like to tell you my opinion of the characters. Amethyst— 


to Amy at the beginning of 11 and who does he belong to? 2) in 
times of trouble, why does Fawna appear to be smiling? 
Keep up the grest work on Amethyst, the maxi-series! 


The little green lizard who's been popping up all over the place 
18 none other then Carine's lirtie helper and all Tm going to say 
about Fowna is that she's certainty got some ideas of her own! 





beginning to like her new roles of adult womanhood and 





ego. This could serve as a grest source of occasional escape 
and would give her a place to experience the joys of childhood. 


parents disappear from the plotline. 
‘They have invested a lot of love and time in Amy and I don't 
think they deserve to lose their daughter, whom they love so 
much and who has equaily as much love for them. The Amy 
Winston aspect of this title is one of its most charming. Please 
continue it with the excellent care it has thus fer been 
accorded. 

The superb script of Den Mishkin and Gary Cohn was again 


Dark Opel. the writers or the artist? I aiso approve of 
Amethyst s less cumbersome crown. 


Congratulations on another very fine issue of Amethyst, 
Princess Of Gemworid. 

Yours in Fandom, 

Wallace Lee Hopkins 

Box 428 


Glen Carbon, IL 62034 
Ernie "we don't cell him imaginative for nothing" Colon came 
up with the ides for Dark Opars ever-observent brosch. 
Wallace. And yes, Ernie does contribute greetly to the 
characters very different personalities, os well 88 to the 
changing mood of the book Amethyst is very much a 
collaborative effort. 


Deer Karen, 

Usually, I'm pretty resistant to fantasy comics. Most of them 
are either Conan rip-offs or warmed-over Tolkien. (Let's face it: 
‘once you've seen one cosmic being achieve godhood you've 
seen them ali.) 


preceded it. Now, | hed to cross my fingers and hope thet 
another fantasy series four-times as long will go down a ittie 
better with me. Then there was the preview in LSH #298. k 
was OK; but noč all that different. especially for Epic and Heavy 
Metal readers (iko me) 

But now, with issue #4 and the story one-third of the way 
one, | must write to tell you that it took 8 while, but you've got. 
me. I'm hooked. This comic is shaping up very well indeed. 

| like the characters. Amethyst herself needs to grow up a 





colorist. Would pages 10 and 13-14 look just es great in black. 
and white? The colors are very effective in this titie. and I'd ike 


first to know! 


can imagine will appesi to a broad age-range. The Gemworid is 
both charming and frightening. much as Tolkien middie- Earth 
is. 

Ernie Colon is a revelation on this comic! His work on Arak. 


attractive, imaginative, 
I couldn't picture anyone eise doing justice to the story. 


Dear Karen 
This is the first letter I've written to a comics letters page 
because I've never been excited enough with them before. | 


expected 
I have some suspicions about Fawna. in #3, on pg. 18. she 
seemed to have an evil look on her face. Now in #4, esch time 


going. 

I'm glad you ire introducing the other gemstone royalties. 
The plight of Princess Emerald seems terrible indeed. And I'm 
looking forward to seeing more of Prince Topaz. Do you have 
any plans for aquamarine? | hope so, since that is my 
birthstone. 


‘Seems Dark Opal got part of what he deserved when Citrina 
closed the portal around his hand. He sure is a nasty character! 
(understatement of the yeert) 

The artwork is perfect! Love the series so far. Keep up the 
great work! Decry! Trapp 

P.O. Box 344 

Perryton, Texas 79070 

Thanks for making Amethyst your “lirst”, Darryl and now 

since this mexi-series hes officially entered its halt-way point. 

expect to see more royal lords and ladies in the thick of things 
And just your luck. we do have plans for Aquamarine! 


Dear Karen. 
The time for silence has passed. I will not go into all the many 
positive aspects of Amethyst. it should suffice simply to say 
that there are many Suit 
Amethyst #4 was graced with the best cover thus far and the 
story, hand in hand with the art, made a very enjoyable issue I 


Vam fascinated at how this so-called project has developed 
into one of DC's best! I'm gled Amethyst finally realizes that 


she should go back. her earth parents of her “other 
Bio” since this will 'end what could be an over-used sub- 
plot. 
ft can be only up from here. 
Take care. ‘Chris Sullivan 
139 Kingston Rd. 
Lake Parsippany, NJ 
Dear, Gem People. 


with a total “wow”. The content of Amethyst is one of 


Amethyst. 
1 haven't seen stuff like this since I read Frank Herbert's 
Dune. 
Matt Lowis 
104 Bennoch Road 
Orono Maine. 


And now for something completely different 


Dear Editor, 
What's ell this I hear about a comic called Attest. Princess 


What's the world coming to? Lord knows there are enought 
people in the world who don't worship in Church without you 
publishing comics to encourage them even more! | say this has 
to stop! After ali, if this character has no one to pray to. then 
she won't be able to utter such classic comic book phrases as. 
"Good Lord”, “Holy Hannah” and “Oh, my God!” 

And what's this princess doing on a world full of germs 
anyway? Why are you publishing 8 comic about a non-believer 
who lives in such a filthy. disgusting place? If you went my 
opinion, | say this comic is... 

What? You say it's called Amethyst. Princess of Gemworld? 
Oh, well, that's completely different. 

Never mind. Mes. Emily Latelia 
å (Live from) New York City, NY 
For those of you who haven't seen OC PRESENTS WGS this 
month, run right back to the store and grab a copy before it's 


NEXT MONTH: Just three words—Diamonds and Dust! See 
you then Karen 


